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she was introduced to the story of Holocaust
survivor and author Hannah Gofrit, which
became a great inspiration for her in teaching
about the Holocaust in Poland.
Hannah Gofrit was born in Biala Rawska,
Poland. Her childhood wartime experiences are
featured in the popular elementary school book,
I Wanted to Fly Like a Butterfly. This Yad Vashem
educational resource, translated into a number
of European languages, is frequently presented
at pedagogical workshops organized by the
International School for Holocaust Studies.
After reading Gofrit’s story, Borzecka
decided to visit 64 Zelazneh Street in Warsaw,
where Gofrit hid with her mother for two years
in the apartment of the Skowronczak family
later recognized by Yad Vashem as Righteous
Among the Nations.
In May 2009 the visit was reciprocated
when Gofrit and her family visited the Willy

Q Maria

Borzecka (left) and Hannah Gofrit (center) with a class of students at the Willy Brandt School in
Warsaw, Poland, May 2009

Brandt Bilingual German-Polish School in
the Polish capital, where Borzecka teaches.
During a meeting with Borzecka’s students,
Gofrit answered questions and admired the
children’s colorful art projects inspired by her
personal story.
Gofrit says her close relationship with
Borzecka has been particularly meaningful.
“As a six-year-old girl during the Shoah, I was
not allowed to attend first grade together with
my friends in Poland. This painful childhood
experience has never left me. Visiting Maria’s
school in Warsaw with my husband and son
has brought me closure, and I feel as though I
have come full circle. Since then, I have started

D[m_dj^[L_hjkWbIY^eeb
series “Witnesses and Education – Recorded
Experiences of Holocaust Survivors.”
In Fact, I Am Alive – The Story of
Avraham Aviel covers the life of Avraham
Aviel (Lipkonsky), born in 1929 in Daugieliszki,
Poland. On 10 May 1942, Aviel and his family
were taken together with the Jews of Radun (the
village of the Rabbinic leader, the Chafetz Chaim)
and of the surrounding areas to be murdered
in killing pits. His mother and brother were
among those executed. Aviel and his brother
Pinchas managed to escape to the forests, where
they joined the partisan forces. To Aviel’s great
sorrow, Pinchas, who had survived the mass
murder, was killed before his eyes. In 1945, Aviel
traveled to northern Italy, and stayed at a Jewish
children’s home in Salvino. From Italy, he set
sail to pre-state Israel. Following internment

H^cXZ'%%*!i]ZHX]dda»h:jgdeZVc9ZeVgibZci
]Vh igV^cZY hZkZgVa i]djhVcY ZYjXVidgh
gZegZhZci^c\hdbZ'*Xdjcig^ZhVXgdhhi]Z
Xdci^cZci#;dgbdgZ^c[dgbVi^dc!eaZVhZXdciVXi/
ZjgdeZ5nVYkVh]Zb#dg\#^a
The author is Director of the European Department
at the International School for Holocaust Studies.
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Q A new title will soon be added to the

to read in Polish again and speak more freely in
my mother tongue. My connection with Maria
has made an enormous impact on my life.”
In December 2009, Borzecka returned to
Yad Vashem with a group of dedicated Polish
educators and leaders to attend a special
graduate seminar. She spent time with Gofrit,
and reinforced her commitment to Holocaust
education in Poland.

If[Y_WbI_j[\eh(-@WdkWho
at a detention camp in Cyprus, he arrived at
Israel’s shores in 1946.
At the beginning of 1948, Aviel joined the
Sixth Battalion of the Palmach, and fought on
the road to Jerusalem. In 1961, he appeared as
a witness at the trial of former SS officer Adolf
Eichmann, describing the liquidation of Radun
as an example of the tragic story of the Jews
of Lithuania, as well as the life of the partisans
in the forests.
“Witnesses and Education” is a joint project of
the International School for Holocaust Studies and
the Center for Multimedia Assisted Instruction at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The films,
available in several languages, are screened for
teachers and students from Israel and abroad,
IDF staff and informal educators, as well as the
broader public. The project is produced with the
generous support of the Conference on Jewish
Material Claims Against Germany and the Adelson
Family Foundation.

QThe International School will launch a special

sub-site marking International Holocaust
Remembrance Day on 27 January. The site
includes a broad range of materials on the
Holocaust as well as a variety of educational
tools. As part of the International School’s
educational philosophy, these materials are
presented as learning environments – memorial
ceremonies, lesson plans and other pedagogical
aids — to encourage the exploration of pertinent
topics before, during and after the Holocaust.
Historical introductions, explanatory texts,
testimonies and source materials — including
diary entries, last letters, photographs and
artifacts — help students and teachers across
the globe increase their knowledge and further
Holocaust remembrance worldwide.
The author is Director of the Educational Technology
Department at the International School for Holocaust
Studies.
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